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To tan d B & MY R. 


—— following Poetic Epiſtle was at firſt written as an 
introduction to a Parody, or ſomething neares than a 
Parody, on Mr. Aus rz v's Paraphraſe ; and as the firſt aſſefts 
that Humour is unalienable from Mr. A. the ſecond contained a 
proof of it. It is a known attribute of Humour, that it is not 
to be acquired; I think, we may add, that it is not to be got 
rid of. When tlie Paraphraſe was advertiſed, the Public 
thought that it muſt be a Burleſque ; for unwilling as they 
were, from regard to his principles, to think it probable that the 
Author wou d treat fo ſerious a ſubje& ludicroufly; they till, 
from the opinion of his abilities, conceived it more probable 
than that he cui d treat it ſublimely. I thought with the Public, 
that it would be ludicrous—I will ſay more, I think it is. The 
tenor of it is ſuſceptible of two meanings in general—in the 
few inſtances where it will bear only one, I will venture to 
afſert, that that one is different from what the Author intended, 
In ſhort, with the alteration of a very few words, it would 
become a ludicrous, not to fay indecent Burleſque. With this 
idea I made a few ſubſtitutions, and the Poem aſſumed ſuch an 
appearance. The ſubſtitutions were too obvious to entitle me 
to any Merit from making them ; what they were I leave to 
the Reader to ſupply, as a Publication of them, beſides the Im- 
propriety of trifling on ſo ſerious a ſubject, would be little leſs 
chan pirating a ſecond Edition of the Original. 
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Humour thy province, for ſome monſtrous crime, 
Pride ſtruck thee with the frenzy of ſublime. CHURCHILL, 


M URDER will out and ſo will humour too, 
Aram prov'd that, and this ſtands prov'd by your 

Whate'er the ſubje& that employs thy quill, 

Kit A—y muſt remain Kit A—y ftiff : 

Alike your humour almoſt ſplits our ſides, 

In facred poeme—or in New-Bath-Guides : : 

Through all the change of ſcene, dreſs, time, and * 

The mimick hero * his ſenurty face. 


I When old Anacreon ſtruck the tuneful ting 


her eee 
maz'd he heard the rebel meaſures move, 


3 only to the notes of love. 
Thus A—y by ſome envious demon fir d, 


To nobler themes and | lftir frains 5 d; 


Proudly 


| Eugene Atam, whoſe caſe is a moſt remarkable proof of that proyetbial expreſſion. 
+ Vide his ode OM Meyiir Ar. 


16 
Proudly he ſeiz d and madly ſtruck the ſhell— 
| Aghaſt he hears the jarring chords rebel— | a 
K 5 Inſtead of notes, which full, diſtinct and elear, 4 


Might call the nymphs of Solyma to hear, 
In alter'd tone 'tis Simkin that complains, 
And Tabby Runt applauds the pious ſtrains : K 
Poor crazy Simkin, many dangers paſt ! f 
Has N icodemus turn'd thy brains at laſt ? 
And having once by him been led aſtray, 


: Muſt you for ever. after mils your way? 


Jo ſtop thy preaching tis that now I write, 
And ftretch my friendly hand. to put you 71 gbt. 
So haye I ſeen, when in the crow ded field, 

(In vain the bible turn d the preacher's ſhield) 

. Some luckleſs hand "A well aim'd egg to hu] E 

Full on the graces of the flowing curl, oy 
And as he urg'd with vehemence his theme 
Pour down his hallow'd cheek it's golden ſtream 
This taſk be mine oh that ſome lucky biz 


Would drive off dulneſs and recover wit! 


Then let thy wiſhes with. thy powers end, 


"Thalia, not Melpomene's thy friend. 

The. virtues that are given thee learn to uſe, 

* Who ſeeks the ſhadow, may the ſubſtance looſe * 
To better purpoſe hadſt thou read that book 


At which you prove at leaſt you ſometimes look): 


* The Bible, 


467 2] 
If thou hadſt learnt this maxim from the view, 
Jo ſeek the good the evil to eſchew,” 
Or from the hook of Proverbs might I quote 


; | 9 
According to your cloth, to cut your oat.” 


* Painters and Bards the like indulgence ſhare, 


Each claims the charter'd privilege, to dare. 


By this one maxim, in the rhiming trade 

How many coxcombs, Mane haſt thou made 

This has infected many more a dunce 

Than all thy other rules have cur'd at once. 

One inſtance in each trade may ſerve for all 

Take Hogarth's Sigiſmund, and A—y's Paul. 

And thou too, Juvenal, haſt brought to-ſhame 
Thouſands who thought they took the road to Fame; 
Thouſands from you imagine, Tm afraid, 

+ * Something is done, when ſomething is eſſay d. 
This Taſker made Britannia's cauſe ſupport, 

Which could ſhe know—ſhe would not thank him fort. 
Whoſe great, huge F GENIUS ſtares us in the face 


72 1 the firſt page — but in no other place. 


But wherefore from the croud ſelect one dunce ? 
In Dunciad diſtick take them all at once, 

All (or near all) the rubrick poſts can ſhew, 
Hrom Pall-Mall down to Paternofter Row 


* Pitoribas atque Portis 
r . 
I Eft aliquid tentaſſe aliquid. Jux. » 
Ode to the warlike Genius of Great Britain, 


k 0) 
was this made you too, Nature's dictates ſhun , | 
And think you'd writ an F Ode when you had done. 


Tas this miſlead you with the frantick dream, 


When you miſtock your 4 talents with your theme. 
How could thy rancour ſo deceive thy Muſe, 
With themes which ſhe and Truth muſt both reſuſe? 
Malice too great, for any cauſe, to fall — 
That Malice hadſt thou for no cauſe at all. 
Tremble at Hogarth's fate— too like to-thine— 
But that no Churchill's merit can be mine; 
Nor would I have the rancour of his mind, 
For all the Genius that I there could find, 
I would not bring a good man to the grave, 
For any little foible he might have. 
Errors like thine, corruptions of the taſte 
Are ſubje&s to correct. hut not to blaſt— 
Would thou may'ſt take me, A—y, for thy friend, 
Whoſe effort's not to injure, but to mend. 
Like Hogarth guilty—taſte miſled, thy crime — 
Renounce thy errors, and repent in time. 
Judge thou like him and ſtrive to recampence 
Thy former folly, by thy future ſenſe ; 
Deſerve. his praiſe as you deſery'd his blame, 
Having his weakneſs, learn to have his ſhame. 
7 DUR ſee the news papers. 

2 Tn attempting ſerious Satire, 

Vide.the Prieſt Diſſected. 
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and making an innocent man the object of it's falſehood. 
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